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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P a S es M2 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-20 



, as originally filed 



pages 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
. , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/3-3/3 



» as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



Q the sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



..filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

otsST* ° f ^ tranSlati ° n ***** ^ * e PUlP ° SeS ° f intemational P^liminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3^ in the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form 

LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

^ n^rn^^ - - - *yond *e disclosure in the 

b^SS5. that *° MOrmati0n reCOnled fa C ° mpUter readab,e f0rm is identical to * e listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5- □ IJi r H P »£^, beCn esta * lished a* jf (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to eo 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** considered to go 

' ^STSifT^S^m!?^ hed t0 ! He reCel T 8 Of™ in to an ^' a < to « ^icle 14 are referred to 

Zd 70.17) ongmally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments A 7016 

'Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-5, 10-14, 16, 20 
If 6-9, 15, 17-19 



1-20 
1-20 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: DE 102 00 865 Al 
D2: US 6,242,114 Bl 
D3: WO 02/48691 Al 



2 . Independent claim 1 

Dl describes a standard microcomponent for 
calibrating and standardising fluorescence measuring 
equipment (see paragraph [0030]) including a non- 
fluorescent substrate (see paragraph [033]) on which 
a thin layer of polymer comprising fluorescent 
components is deposited (see paragraphs [0038] to 
[0039] ) ; said microcomponent comprises multiple 
areas having different levels of fluorescence; said 
levels are adjusted by varying the exposure of the 
layer (see paragraphs [0046]} to [0047]; claim 8). 

According to the characterising part of claim 1 

"first and second levels of fluorescence are defined 

by an unexposed portion and at least one exposed 

area, respectively, of said thin layer, the second 

leVel of fluor escence being lower than the first 
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level of fluorescence". 



These features are also implied in Dl : the term 
"adjusting the level of fluorescence by exposure' 
includes, as a lower limit, non-exposure. The fact 
that the level of fluorescence of an exposed area is 
lower than the level of fluorescence of an unexposed 
portion is merely the unavoidable result of 
exposure, regardless of the physical explanation 
("bleaching" in the present application, or 
reticulation in Dl) . 



To conclude, no structural or functional difference 
exists between the microcomponent described in Dl 
and the microcomponent according to claim 1. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 does not 
comply with the criterion of novelty as defined by 
PCT Article 33 (2) . 

Dependent claims 



Dependent claims 2 to 20 contain no feature which, 
when combined with the features of any one of the 
claims to which they refer, defines subject matter 
that complies with the PCT requirements of novelty 
and/or inventive step, for the following reasons: 

Claims 2 and 3 : Dl (see figure 1 and paragraphs 
[0046] and [0047]): three areas having layers of 
differing thickness separated by areas without a 
layer (openings), thereby providing a total of four 
different levels of fluorescence; as an alternative, 
Dl proposes to define different levels of 
fluorescence by exposing a layer of uniform 
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Claims 4 and 5 : Dl (see paragraph [0057]): the level 
of fluorescence of a non-fluorescent substrate 
referred to as the third level, is obviously at 
least 10 to 100 times less than any first level of 
fluorescence defined by a fluorescent layer. 

Claims 6 t o_9: Dl (see paragraphs [0038], [0047] and 
[0057]). 

Claims 10 to 13 and 20 : Dl in combination with D2 
(see column 4, lines 45 to 65) . 

Claim 14 : 01 in combination with D2 and D3 (see page 
6, lines 15 to 27) . 

Claim 15 : Dl (see paragraph [0047]). 

Claim 16: Dl (see figure 1) . 

Claim 17 : Dl (see paragraph [0060]). 

Claims 18 and 19 : Dl (see paragraphs [0033], [0038], 
[0046] and [0047] ) . 



***** 
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